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Document Packet for Qur DBQ

DBQ Question: Should children be able to participate in
potentially dangerous protests, events, or missions
without their parents’ permission?

Document #1: Short Documentary

American Freedom Stories: Children’s Crusade of 1963.
— Full URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVO0k-3Hkjsw

Document #2: Three Quotes

Quote #1: “During those days, our parents were basically afraid. I think they would
have kept us doing a lot of things, if they had known it. My mother didn’t know I was
going to Sixteenth Street Church. She thought I was going to school, but then I'd
shoot a hookey school to go to Sixteenth Street. She worked for the white folks. They
were constantly asking parents, ‘Is your child involved in this stuff? I hope not.” So we
couldn’t tell.””

--Mary Gadson, from Freedom'’s Children by Ellen Levine

Quote #2: “Real men don’t put their children on the firing line.”
--Malcolm X, referring to MLK’s use of children in protest marches.

(The third quote is on the next page)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw

Quote #3: “Your headstrong ways will lead you into a tight corner one day....Your
mother is bearing up well but is much concerned for you and anxious for your speedy
return. I join her in that. Fort Smith is no place for a young girl alone, not even a
‘Mattie.’....Your mother and I shall expect you to take the first train home when you
have concluded your business with the colonel. You will wire me immediately with
regard to that and we shall look for you in a day or two....You are [your mother’s]
strong right arm now, Mattie, and a you are a pearl of great price to me, but there
are times when you are an almighty trial to those who love you.”

--Lawyer Daggett’s letter to Mattie (pp. 84-85 of True Grit)

Document #3: “I Want Them To Know They Were There’:
Parents And Their Kids At The Ferguson Protests”

By Catherine Pearson for The Huffington Post
August 18,2014

Context: She is writing about why parents choose to take their children to
protest the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri in 2014.



http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/catherine-pearson
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/catherine-pearson

Kendra Pierson, 36, and her sons, ages 6 and 2, joined a crowd of men, women and
families in their hometown of Atlanta on Thursday for a moment of silence to honor
Michael Brown, the unarmed black teenager killed by a white police officer in
Ferguson, Missouri. earlier this month.

Attending the vigil wasn’t an easy decision for Pierson, and she was uncertain they
would go until the last minute. She drove past the crowd first to gauge its safety, and
remained on the fringes in case she and her children needed to make a fast exit.
Ultimately, however, Pierson felt she and her sons needed to be there.

“My boys are adorable ... white ladies say that all the time, but [ know they won’t
Pierson told The Huffington Post. “When they’re 17, people
might see them as threats and clutch their purses.”
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“It was important for them to be there,” she added. “When they look back, in 10
years or five years, [ want them to know they were there.”

In the days and weeks since Brown'’s death, protests have spread beyond Ferguson
to cities like Atlanta, New York and Los Angeles, where thousands have gathered in
solidarity. Many attendees are parents, like Pierson, who have their children in tow
and who struggled with the wisdom of that decision.

In this photo: Protester Janelle Pittman holds her 6-year-old daughter, Kat, as police in
riot gear stand guard in Ferguson, Missouri, on Wednesday. (Jeff Roberson/AP)




“I don’t think that is inherently a good or bad thing,” Jamie Howard, a clinical
psychologist at the Child Mind Institute in New York City, said of bringing children
to protests. “It depends on certain factors, and one is the tone and climate.” If
protests are dangerous or aggressive, parents should use their judgement and keep
their children away, she urged.

But in Ferguson, where the tone of protests has varied widely, it can be extremely
difficult for parents to determine what’s best. “It is not unusual to see some people
carrying handguns, while only a block away parents push their toddlers in
strollers,” The New York Times reported on Saturday. The Huffington Post’s
Amanda Terkel reported an 8-year-old boy was hit by tear gas during a rally on
Sunday.

Amanda Terke|

In this photo: A mom consoles her 8-year-old, who was hit with tear gas. (Amanda
Terkel/The Huffington Post)




Betsy Reznicek, 35, drove 30 minutes from her home in St. Louis County to
Ferguson on Saturday afternoon to attend a vigil where Michael Brown was shot to
death, as well as a subsequent rally. She brought her 6-year-old daughter and
3-year-old son, as well as a friend who had her children with her.

“I had a conversation with my husband, and we thought Saturday might be a good
day,” Reznicek said. “We talked about the possibility of [going sooner], but for a
variety of reasons we didn’t.” Reznicek — who has attended rallies and protests
with her children in the past — was familiar with the organizers of the event, and
knew she would be with friends, in daylight. She said she felt safe.

“We knew what was happening was far too important not to go,” Reznicek said.

Indeed, many parents — having determined an event will be safe, and will not
overly expose their child to upsetting news — see attending a protest as an
invaluable learning experience, said Dr. Lloyd Sederer, medical director of the New
York State Office of Mental Health and The Huffington Post’s mental health editor.

“Is it a teachable moment? Is this something the child’s own moral growth would
benefit from?” Sederer asked. “If parents believe it is, then it’s very reasonable to
bring a child.”
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The key, Sederer said, is for parents to make sure they tailor their explanation to
their child’s age. To a younger child, parents might say something along the lines of,
“There are some sad, bad things that happen and good people are responding, and
you're with us and we’re going to take care of you,” he suggested.

Children ages 10, 11 and 12 are very concerned with fairness, added Howard, and
parents may want to frame the protest in that light, while parents of teenagers can
delve into more abstract issues.

Reznicek told her 3-year-old they were going to the vigil to support all kinds of
people and to say a prayer for a boy who was killed. She talked to her 6-year-old
about “how people are treated differently based on the color of their skin,” and how
“we have an opportunity to stand up for other people when we see injustice.” At the
vigil, their attention drifted in and out.

“They were really focused on the fact that people were giving out free food,”
Reznicek laughed. “But then when certain things happened — a group of guys on
motorcycles did a rolling tribute, that got their attention. But then they went back to
arguing about who got to ride in the stroller.”

Pierson did not tell either of her sons about what they were doing or why they had
attended the Atlanta protest.

“They played in the dirt, they played with friends, they had fun,” Pierson said. “I
didn’t impress upon them what was going on.” When they are older, she will talk
with them about Michael Brown and the subsequent nationwide unrest, but for
now, she said she feels it was enough for them simply to be present.

“It was emotional,” Pierson said. “It was emotional as a mother, it was emotional as
a black woman, it was emotional as the daughter of a man who grew up in St. Louis
County, it was emotional as the wife of a black man. But for me, the mother part was
the most overwhelming emotion I felt.”




